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that inability to fix the exact boundary of natural
sagacity is no objection to such prophecies as are un-
deniably beyond it; and that the mere inconclusive-
ness of some of those in Scripture, as proofs of Divine
Prescience, has no positive force against others con-
tained in it, which furnishes a full, lasting, and, in
many cases, growing evidence of its inspiration.1

i Some unbelievers have urged the irrelevancy of St, Mat-
thew's citations from the Old Testament Prophecies in illustra-
tion of the events of Christ's life, e.g. ch.. ji. 15., It must be
recollected, however, that what is evidence in one age is often
not so in another. That certain of the texts adduced by the
Evangelist furnish at the present day no proof of Divine
Prescience, is very true; but unless some kind of argument
could have been drawn from them at the time the Gospel was
written, from traditional interpretations of their sense, we can
scarcely account for St. Matthew's introducing them. The
question is, has there been a loss of what was evidence for-
merly, (as is often the case,) or did St. Matthew bring forward
as a prophetical evidence what was manifestly not so, 'as if to
hurt the effect of those other passages, as ch. xxvii. 35, which
have every appearance of being real predictions ? It has been
observed, that Prophecy in general must be obscure, in order
that the events spoken of may not be understood before their
accomplishment.